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El alcalde de Brownsville Pat Ahumada (izquierda) y el presidente municipal de Matamoros Alfonso Sánchez 
Garza intercambian regalos durante la ceremonia del “Encuentro Binacional” el jueves por la mañana.
Bernardo rodriguez/collegian
Mr. Amigo 2010 Carlos Cuevas waves to the crowd as he sings “No Volveré” Thursday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. UTB/TSC welcomed Cuevas, famous for his boleros, as part of Brownsville’s celebration of Charro Days.
Mr. Amigo romances campus crowd
Sergio Salazar/collegian
Carlos Cuevas, the “King of Bolero,” 
captivated the hearts of about 200 
people who gathered Thursday morning 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall to welcome 
him as the honoree of Brownsville’s Mr. 
Amigo Association. 
UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise 
highlighted the significance of Cuevas’ 
romantic music and its impact on the 
Mexican-American culture.
“There is no better time than February, 
the month of love, for us to host the 
‘King of Bolero,’ Artibise said. “Our 
own talented students and faculty and 
our award-winning music program have 
taught us how to appreciate the skill and 
dedication it takes to become a world-
class performer.”
He said that by reviving the timeless 
romantic ballads, Cuevas has become a 
curator of “our musical culture.”
 “You are an inspiration and we are 
honored that you are here with us today 
on campus,” Artibise said.
Thereafter, he presented Mr. Amigo 
2010 with a plaque commemorating his 
visit to Brownsville and the campus. 
Cuevas, who spoke in Spanish, said 
he is glad to receive the recognition by 
the Mr. Amigo Association.
“It is an honor to be here, in this 
temple of knowledge, in which I’m 
sure that many graduates will come 
out being champions in life,” Cuevas 
told the audience. “I appreciate this 
recognition and I don’t have anything 
else to tell you, other than I come as a 
music ambassador to give you my songs 
and my boleros.” 
Student Government Association 
President Jorge Muñoz and 
Bougainvillea Queen Lizeth Flores 
presented Mr. Amigo 2010 with a 
Scorpion pin. Flores gave Cuevas’ wife, 
Martha de Cuevas, a floral bouquet.
Each year, the Mr. Amigo Association 
honors a Mexican citizen based on his 
or her contribution to international 
friendship and development of mutual 
understanding and cooperation between 
the United States and Mexico. The 
By Cleiri Quezada
The collegian
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Matamoros y Brownsville fortalecieron 
sus lazos de amistad y hermandad el 
jueves en la ceremonia de “El Encuentro 
Binacional”. 
Entre los asistentes al evento que se 
llevó a cabo a las 10 a.m. en el Puente 
Internacional Gateway se encontraban 
funcionarios de Brownsville y Matamoros, 
muchos de los cuales vestían chamarras 
típicas de Tamaulipas conocidas como 
cueras. 
“Charro Days comenzó en 1938,” dijo 
Kenneth Lieck, presidente del Comité de 
Charro Days. “Charro Days inició porque 
teníamos la necesidad de reconocer la 
bella cultura y gente de México. También 
Naciones unidas en cultura
Por Héctor Aguilar
ediTor de eSpañol
• See ‘Amistad,’ Page  17
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Club
spotlight
Members of the Alpha Chi National Honor Society include (front row, from left) Adviser Mimosa Stephenson 
and President Dianeth Rodriguez, a senior psychology major. Middle row: junior psychology major Thomas 
Thirlwall, graduate business student Riana Ramon, graduate counseling student Cindy Rivera and senior 
government major Sergio Davila. Back row: senior psychology major Brenda Taylor and senior early childhood 
education major Michael Padron.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
Name: Alpha Chi National Honor 
Society 
Purpose: To recognize and promote 
outstanding academic performance in 
students and to instill scholarship and 
integrity.
Established: UTB/TSC has maintained 
a local chapter of Alpha Chi since 1977. 
President: Dianeth Rodriguez
Vice President: Robin Martin
Secretary: Tammi Garcia
Treasurer: Michael E. Aldape
Advisers: Associate Professor John 
Newman (primary sponsor), Assistant 
Master Technical Instructor Ela Newman 
(assistant sponsor) and Professor 
Mimosa Stephenson 
Activities: Some years, the local 
members are invited to participate 
in a scholarly activity (e.g., a special 
lecture given by a faculty member).  
On a few occasions, members have 
presented papers at the society’s national 
conventions (e.g., last year in Little 
Rock, Ark.).
Meetings: The local chapter of the 
society (Texas Alpha Omicron 186) 
meets only once, for an induction 
ceremony. 
Requirements: The society has the 
single membership requirement of high 
academic standing; students with a 
grade-point average that is within the top 
10 percent are invited to join.
Dues: A one-time fee of $50 must be 
paid to the organization. This fee covers 
a lifetime national membership and 
regalia.
For more information: Call John 
Newman at 882-7479 or send him an 
e-mail at john.g.newman@utb.edu.






Clothing: Bop Dress with yellow berry 
print, Macy’s ($15); Rocket Dog brown 
booties, Macy’s ($20); Seater Project 
knitted gray sweater vest, Beall’s ($5); 
Jolt Burnt yellow smock, Beall’s ($20)
Accessories: Silver skull and crosses 
necklace, (gifted); USN U gas mask bag 
from WWII, (gifted)
What/who inspires your style? “Well, 
I really dig the ’20s and ’40 look but, 
really, I just kind of wake up in the 
morning, look outside at the weather 
and from there determine what I should 
wear. I try and stick to solid colors; prints 
just look weird on me sometimes. I like 
looking formal, comfortable and cute.”
Describe your style in three words: 
“Bold, bubbly and playful.” 
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos
Layoffs at UTB/TSC could come as 
soon as late spring or early summer 
because of the severity of proposed state 
budget cuts, university officials say.
On Feb. 21, UTB/TSC Provost Alan 
Artibise and Vice President for Business 
Affairs Rosemary Martinez updated the 
campus community on the budget for the 
next biennium.
Artibise said faculty and staff 
reductions would take place in late spring 
and early summer, before the start of the 
next fiscal year. 
“If someone is RIF’d, 
[it] means that the 
unit [vice presidents 
and associate vice 
presidents] has made 
the decision that going 
forward it can do 
business as effectively 
as necessary without 
those staff positions,” 
Artibise said about a 
reduction in force.
He said the reason 
the university is moving before knowing 
the Texas Legislature’s final decision is 
because both Senate Bill 1 and House 
Bill 1 “are bad news, so there’s not like 
there’s a whole bunch of hope out there.”
“There has been a lot of discussion 
about the Rainy Day fund,” Artibise said. 
“We’ve been assured by some senior 
officials in the government of Texas that, 
almost certainly, some portion of the 
Rainy Day fund will be used.”
The provost said there is about $9 
billion in the fund.
“I don’t think all of it would be used but 
even if, let’s take the middle ground: [if] 
half of the Rainy Day was used, which is 
$4.5 billion, out of a $27 billion deficit, 
doesn’t solve a lot of problems,” Artibise 
said. “And secondly, I’m not sure all of 
that money, or even a significant portion 
of that money, would go to higher 
education.
“There’s a lot of other 
people having problems 
as well, particularly public 
education. So our strategy 
at the institution is to try 
to get our plan in place 
and, in fact, to implement 
some of it if at all possible 
in this fiscal year because 
that saves the funds for 
the next biennium. Money 
saved this year could 
count against the numbers we need to hit 
in the next two fiscal years.”
 Martinez said that assuming a worst-
case scenario and that some expenditures 
will grow, Comptroller Susan Combs is 
estimating a state budget shortfall that 
may be as high as $27 billion.
State general revenues are projected 
at $72.2 billion for the next biennium, 
compared with $76.7 billion in the current 
biennium. In addition, $6.4 billion of 
federal stimulus monies will not be 
continued beyond the current period.
Martinez said the university’s 
appropriations in the current biennium 
total $94.8 million, but House Bill 1 
would decrease that amount to $75 
million and Senate Bill 1 would cut it to 
$77 million.
She also said the final budget for UTB 
will be developed in June.
“Our budget deadline is managed by 
the UT System because our budgets are 
developed together,” she said. “All of 
the campuses rolling into a UT System 
budget that’s approved by the board of 
regents in August.” 
Eldon Nelson, interim dean of the 
College of Biomedical Sciences and 
Health Professions, asked Martinez what 
impact energy savings on campus has 
had.
She replied that last fiscal year, 
$800,000 was saved in the utilities 
Retirement Preparation Planning
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Campus layoffs could start by end of spring semester
By Alejandra González
The Collegian
UTB/TSC Vice President for Business Affairs Rosemary Martinez discusses ways the university has been saving 
money in preparation for upcoming budget cuts. Martinez and Provost Alan Artibise (right) gave the campus 
community an update on budget plans for the next biennium during a meeting Feb. 21 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Sergio Salazar/Collegian
• See ‘Budget,’ Page 13
Students and faculty gathered Feb. 21 on 
the Student Union lawn to ask questions 
regarding UTB and TSC’s separation.
The event was organized by the Student 
Government Association.
Michael Putegnat, director for the 
Institute of Public Service and one of three 
administrators who are part of the transition 
team in the separation, answered questions 
from an audience of about 40 people.
Several students said they are worried 
about the University of Texas at 
Brownsville’s accreditation and how  that 
would affect the value of their degrees. 
Putegnat explained UTB is accredited 
through the University of Texas System. 
“There is virtually no chance that UTB 
will not be accredited,” he said. “So, you 
don’t need to be concerned about that.”
He said UTB officials need to submit 
a document to change the name of the 
university. 
“We’ve had preliminary conversations 
with the leaders at the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools in Atlanta. 
They said ‘all you need to do is submit a 
substantial change document,’ and we will 
submit that in April,” Putegnat said. “All 
of you that are worried about accreditation 
backing up your degree, don’t worry. It’s 
absolutely not an issue.”
However, Texas Southmost College 
must request accreditation on its own, he 
said.
“What [TSC officials] must do in order 
to be accredited is go to SACS, request 
accreditation and go through the process 
that’s laid out in the SACS bylaws. … It’s 
not really UTB’s business; it’s the board of 
trustees’ business,” he said. 
Brownsville businessman Arturo Farias 
asked how UTB and TSC would work 
together during the separation.
Putegnat responded, “However they 
want to. UTB is open to it. It’s up to 
TSC to decide what things they want to 
do. In the interim period, [UTB officials] 
will be doing a lot of things for TSC that 
they obviously are not ready to do for 
themselves.”
He explained that during the separation 
process, both institutions will still be using 
each other’s facilities. 
“There is no reason to expect a change as 
to what classes you go to during the time of 
earning your degree,” Putegnat said. “The 
reality is [UTB faculty] needs the offices 
[on TSC land]. … TSC has no laboratories, 
so they need to use the laboratories [on 
UTB land].” 
He envisions that UTB will “move 
immediately to adding facilities to offset 
the ones [UTB] won’t have three years 
from now,” referring to 2015, when the 
partnership expires.
“I can see buildings like an administration 
building, student services, more 
classrooms, faculty offices,” Putegnat said. 
He explained students will now have to 
pick whether they choose to attend UTB or 
TSC. 
“People who want to come to UT-
Brownsville will have to be admitted,” 
Putegnat said. “That means there has to 
be an admissions standard. … Those who 
qualify will proceed just how they proceed 
at UT-Austin or UT-San Antonio.  At 
TSC, they will be admitting community-
college-interested students for certificates, 
vocational and occupational programs.”
Mirelvia Amaro, a sophomore music 
education major, asked if UTB’s tuition 
would increase.  
Putegnant answered that if tuition costs 
were to go up, the separation of both 
institutions would not be a factor in such 
a decision. 
Senior music education major Maria 
Isabel Salazar asked if degree plans are 
changing.  
“When you enter a university as a 
freshman, a contract is set up that says 
that you will be able to graduate based on 
the degree plan that existed at the time,” 
Students and faculty ask questions on UTB/TSC split
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian ediTor 
• See ‘Partnership,’ Page  13
Since Feb. 15, 
residents of Wisconsin 
have filled the state 
capital of Madison 
in protest of Senate 
Bill 11, which would, 




Collective bargaining is a process of 
voluntary negotiations between employers 
and trade unions aimed at reaching 
agreements to regulate working conditions, 
such as wages, work hours, overtime, 
safety, etc.
Gov. Scott Walker is citing Wisconsin’s 
$3 billion budget shortfall in his bid to 
end collective bargaining for public-sector 
unions.
He says the unions are costing the state 
too much, an opinion with which many of 
his fellow Republicans agree.
But North Carolina, which does not allow 
collective bargaining for its government 
workers, is the seventh-worst state fiscally 
in the country.
In contrast, Idaho, which allows 
bargaining, is the state in the best financial 
shape.
Since the protests in Madison started, 
protests against similar bills in Ohio and 
Indiana have also taken place.
An acquaintance of mine was present 
during two days of protests in Madison, 
Feb. 16 and 19.
 Manda Collis told me she got involved 
with the protests for two reasons: Her 
boyfriend’s mother is a union member and 
if unions go away, it affects everyone.
Collis said that if the bill passes, it 
would affect everything “from our public 
transportation to … elevator repair unions.”
During the protests, she encountered 
everyday people such as “teachers, 
policemen, firemen,” among others.
“It was very exciting,” Collis said about 
her experience. “This country is built on 
stuff like that. We’re built on democracy 
and people standing up for their right and 
for what they believe in.” 
She said the union movement started 
in Wisconsin, which led to the eight-hour 
workday and 40-hour workweeks.
This is true. If it were not for Wisconsin, 
our working conditions would be different. 
It is no surprise that a state with seven 
towns named “Union” is fighting so hard 
to keep them.
Collis said that she could feel she was 
part of history by participating in the 
protests. 
“You might just be taking pictures or 
carrying a sign or saying a chant, but you 
can tell you’re making a difference,” she 
said.
Collis, who took photos of the protests, 
said the atmosphere among the protesters 
was much like a street festival.
“These aren’t people who are looking to 
start up trouble, these are people that are 
teaching your kids, people that are trying to 
make a difference in the community,” she 
said. “Obviously, people are very angry 
about what’s going on but the atmosphere 
was not at all hostile.” 
Collis said protesters found it funny that 
some TV news stations were referring to 
them as thugs and wondered if the stations 
were talking about the grandmothers and 
children who showed up to the protests.
She said the atmosphere was friendly 
overall, and as of Wednesday, police had 
not made any arrests. She said police 
remarked that college football games have 
rowdier crowds. 
Collis said the people are grateful for the 
news coverage.
“For a while, the only coverage we 
were really getting was that the hash tag 
#wiunion was trending on Twitter.”
Collis attributes the media attention 
to the fact that movements like this are 
happening all over the country.
“They are calling us ground zero but we 
are not the only ones who are struggling 
with the same issues right now,” she said.
Collis has also learned a lesson about the 
news media.
“Until this happened, and I got involved, 
I did not realize how biased the news media 
was in this country,” she said. “I never 
really knew the difference if something 
happened in the world. It did not matter 
to me if I turned on Fox News, CNN or 
MSNBC. I can see the reports that are 
coming, from say Fox News, saying that 
we are a bunch of thugs.” 
Collis believes some news organizations 
are misrepresenting the issue.
“People keep saying that this is a 
teachers’ battle over benefits and it’s not,” 
she said. “It’s about union busting, it’s 
about collective bargaining.” Collis said 
that one lesson she had learned from her 
experiences is that “not all news stations 
were created equal.”
Advising’s misinformation
“One of the problems for Academic 
Advising for business is that they are 
really not informed, 
that they hold 
meetings during 
hours of operation 
when they’re 
supposed to be 
taking care of 
students. … They 
told me that the 
personnel were at a 
meeting and only the secretary … was 
there, and she didn’t know what to do. 
… I came back three hours later …  and 
they told me … to fill some information 
out first so I did that, and they told 
me that the form … needed some 
information that they didn’t [need]. … 
I came back and the academic adviser 
supposedly said, ‘Oh, you just fill out 
this information and just drop it off 
in a box.” … They tell you one thing 
and another adviser tells you another 
thing. … I guess to improve it I would 
hold meetings before or after the hours 
of operation, for sure, and keep the 
personnel informed at all times … not 
to be confusing the students.”
UTB/TSC split
“UTB, TSC were together for a 
99-year contract, and they recently 
voided it. They believed TSC is 
better off handling 
it themselves, and 
… it seems like a 
really bad idea. 
It seems that like 
UTB and TSC’s 
union has got a 
lot of cool stuff, a 
lot of good stuff has 
come from it. I don’t 
see a compelling reason to end it, and 
I don’t think a compelling reason was 
given by those trustees who voted 
against the union.”




Next on the GOP’s agenda: union busting
“Collis said that she could feel she was part 









Junior management major 
--Compiled by Rene Cardona Jr.
--Photos by Christopher Peña
REK Center parking
“I think that one of the problems 
that UTB has is that they don’t have 
enough parking space 
for the REK Center. 
Students, if they 
want to go to the 
REK Center, they 
have to go and find 
another parking 
space elsewhere 
that’s pretty far from 
t h e REK Center. … I think 
that a solution might be ... [to] create a 
parking space, another one, than they 
currently have, so the students can go 
over there and enjoy the REK Center 
without having to walk a long way.” A protester is shown Feb. 19 outside the capitol 
building in Madison, Wis. Thousands of people 
have been gathering in and around the capitol since 
Feb. 15 to protest Senate Bill 11, which proposes 
to eliminate collective bargaining for public-sector 
unions. 
PhoTo CourTesy Manda Collis
Correction
In the Feb. 21 issue of The Collegian, 
it was reported that Linda Ufland is the 
operations and services manager for the 
TSC District Office. In fact, Ufland is the 
operations and services manager for the 
Office of the Provost. 
I can hear those 
words a ver qué in a 
tone that embodies 
a shrug of the 
shoulders after a 
conversation my 
mom or dad wish 
to end or have no 
clue in how to 
continue.
Unfortunately, I heard those same words 
echo in the Texas Southmost College board 
of trustees decision because its 4-to-3 vote 
on separating was founded on ostensibly 
two arguments: We need a college, like 
other cities with a university, and as 
that song goes, “money, money, money, 
money.”
I’ve heard supporters of the separation 
plea that the city needs a community 
college because the big-bad University 
of Texas System will impose standards. 
And, goodness, that just won’t do for the 
children. Really? Are we that scared of 
actually having the bar raised? If anything, 
we desperately need standards. 
I don’t say this to support weeding out 
“bad” students, but perhaps standards will 
showcase that the Brownsville school 
system is not preparing its students 
adequately and that more attention needs 
to be paid vs. focusing on them in higher 
education. I think that’s a bit late, especially 
if about half of freshmen need remedial 
courses. If anything, standards would 
probably raise the 19 percent graduation 
rate. 
So in order to accommodate these 
kids, TSC will have open admissions. 
Everybody wins--hardly. This continuation 
of slacking-off forgiveness only breeds the 
a ver qué mentality. Why should we, as 
students, settle for not learning, not being 
up to par with everyone else? Why must 
we spread ourselves thinly, hoping that 
throwing thinned-out dollars will help? 
If these trustees are so interested in 
educating students and what’s best for 
them, then why not go to the Brownsville 
Independent School District and give them 
advice to ramp up their services?  
Hispanics will be the majority of the 
nation’s population within this century, but 
how will we handle that responsibility if we 
close our eyes, shrug and say “a ver qué,” 
and four gatekeepers of students’ future 
made a decision allowing this mentality to 
continue? In yet another eloquent showcase 
of “a ver qué,” the trustees went ahead with 
Trustee Trey Mendez’s motion despite not 
having done any analyses on TSC’s assets, 
effects on taxes, as Trustee Adela Garza 
said, and without even presenting a plan to 
the community on how UTB/TSC’s dead 
leg will be revived.
“Not everybody is perfect; not everybody 
knows everything,” Garza said and yet 
without knowing she voted for the most 
convoluted of the plans, the one that should 
require knowing before getting into it.
If enough foresight wasn’t available, 
then I ask myself why the decision wasn’t 
tabled. Even then, pragmatically speaking, 
the easiest and most stable thing for 
students would have been to simply stay 
together, less hassle and less money that 
either institution would have to invest for 
the future of the students. 
Does the board and the minority 
supporting the separation need a reminder 
of the looming storm of Texas Legislature 
budget cuts and how four community 
colleges, Odessa College, Brazosport 
College, Ranger College and Frank Phillips 
College will likely be closed? Then, 
according to the Texas Tribune, college 
budgets will be strained, health benefits for 
faculty will be, too. 
And did everyone forget that our 
“changing” economy necessitates 
bachelor’s degrees in mathematics, 
engineering and science? UTB/TSC 
Provost Alan Artibise said in a recent 
budget information meeting that the low-
producing programs are on the TSC side of 
the house. 
Trustee Rene Torres brought out a great 
point and had no shame in mentioning 
it: money. Forgetting that most of the 
community practically said it was a moot 
point, is that what a scholastic deal affecting 
the students should center on? 
I applaud the community because they 
looked past the dollar signs.
As Plato said, “A good decision is based 
on knowledge and not on numbers.” The 
board didn’t even have solid numbers to 
go on--except UT’s, though, nor did they 
have the knowledge as to what will happen 
in the future. 
But I, unlike other students, will not 
simply shrug, put my feet up and think a ver 
qué pasa. I’m sure there is something that 
can be done to bring democratic justice--
just look at the Middle East, North Africa 
and Wisconsin and a slew of other states. 
Politics/on camPusThe Collegian February 28, 2011 • Page 5
John Villarreal, a businessman and 
graduate of UTB/TSC, has announced his 
candidacy for District 4 city commissioner.
Villarreal made the announcement last 
Tuesday at his family-owned La Milpa 
Tortilleria on West St. Charles Street.
Asked what challenges the city is facing, 
he said the main one is the bad economy.
 “More and more, you hear of people 
[losing their jobs],” Villarreal said. “Now 
it’s our neighbors. We’re seeing it firsthand, 
sometimes even in our own families. So, I 
think the economy is something we need to 
focus on.”
Villarreal said he would like to help retain 
jobs and create new ones with programs he 
hopes to implement.
“Our resources are becoming more and 
more scarce and current practices in the 
city need to be revised, evaluated and 
adjusted to become more efficient and cost 
effective,” he said.
He said one example of cost savings 
is educating the community on self-help 
initiatives and more involvement.
Villarreal also wants to continue 
improvement projects in District 4.
“Edward Camarillo, our current 
commissioner, has been fighting for grant 
money for the drainage issues we have 
in this district,” he said. “We have a bad 
flooding problem. He has gone above and 
beyond by getting more monies … So, 
instead of just fixing half the street, we’re 
getting the whole street repaved after the 
drainage issue is taken care of.”
In the heart of District 4 is downtown 
Brownsville.
“It was once a prized jewel, filled 
with thriving business and charm,” 
Villarreal said. “Today our downtown 
looks deteriorated and in dire need of 
rehabilitation, not only for aesthetic 
purposes but for the positive economic 
impact this would have on our community. 
We can no longer afford … letting our 
downtown are fade away. We need 
leadership that will not put this treasure and 
all its potential on the back burner.”
He also wants to provide better tools 
for police and ambulance services by 
evaluating the department’s efficiency, 
which will cut costs. The extra money 
that the city saves from these cost cuts 
will allow for spending on more personnel 
and equipment for police and ambulance 
services, he said. 
Camarillo currently holds the District 
4 seat but has announced his candidacy 
for mayor. Antonio “Tony” Zavaleta, a 
sociology and anthropology professor at 
UTB/TSC, is also running for the District 
4 post. 
Villarreal, 28, is a 2001 graduate of Pace 
High School. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from 
UTB/TSC in 2005 and a master’s in 
business administration in 2008, also from 
UTB/TSC. 
In 2005, he took ownership of his 
parents’ tortilleria, “focusing on the quality 
of the business, customer service and 
giving back to the community,” according 
to a news release. In 2008, he served as a 
member of the City of Brownsville Charter 
Review Committee.
Villarreal announces candidacy for Dist. 4 
By Veronique Medrano
Sting Radio newS 
and infoRmation diRectoR
District 4 city commissioner candidate John Villarreal speaks with Larry Hollman during his campaign launch 
Tuesday night.
VeRonique medRano/collegian
V i e w p o i n t
More than 20 companies and agencies 
will be on campus Thursday for the All 
Majors Job Fair.
Scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon, the fair will 
have representatives from H-E-B Food 
Stores, Celebrity Kids magazine, United 
Health Group, Department of Homeland 
Security, Palo Alto Battlefield, and many 
more.
Jaime Villanueva, a student relations 
coordinator for the Career Services 
Department, which is sponsoring the fair, 
said students should take advantage of 
opportunities like these.
“I would recommend from freshmen 
to seniors to show up at every job fair,” 
Villanueva said. “If you are a 
freshman, I highly recommend 
you come to these job fairs. … 
What I suggest is to build a 
relationship with that recruiter 
because you’ll see him for the 
next four years.”
All students interested in 
going to a job fair should be 
prepared. Students looking 
for an opportunity in the 
workforce should go to a job 
fair dressed professionally in 
business attire, be ready for on-the-spot 
interviews and have 10 to 15 copies of their 
résumés.
A common question that is heard in the 
Career Services Office is “how long should 
a résumé be?” Villanueva said 
a résumé should be “as long 
as needed to list your best and 
most relevant qualifications 
for the job you are seeking, 
whether it is one page, two 
pages.”
“The best résumés describe 
your best accomplishments and 
experience,” he said.
Since most recruiters are 
human resources directors, 
they can have the authority to 
start the hiring process, so first impressions 
are crucial. When talking to a recruiter, 
Villanueva said to always make eye 
contact, give good, firm handshakes and 
ask for a business card or a contact number 
to schedule a job interview. And, when 
walking away, thank them for their time.
Although every field is important, the 
federal government has a demand for 
math and science majors. The Rio Grande 
Valley’s job demand comes from law 
enforcement agencies such as Homeland 
Security and the Texas Department of 
Public Safety.
Some recruiters might be trying to fill 
positions in Houston, San Antonio or out 
of state. 
Villanueva suggests that students be 
“open-minded and go where you are 
needed.” 
Don’t forget to polish up your résumé for job fair
By Irma Mora
the collegian
A prevalence of an‘a ver qué’ attitude
By Rene Cardona Jr.
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Following are 
among the incidents 
reported by Campus 
Police between Feb. 7 
and 16.
At 10:33 p.m. Feb. 
8, a Campus Police 
officer was dispatched 
to The Village at Fort 
Brown because the 
driver of a Plymouth Valiant was honking 
at women when they walked by. As the 
officer conducted a traffic stop because the 
driver failed to signal a turn, he discovered 
the passenger in possession of a controlled 
substance. The passenger was arrested and 
the driver was cited for failure to signal and 
no insurance.
At 9:17 a.m. Feb. 9, a student was fined 
because he had tampered with a visitor’s 
parking permit. The student was required 
to buy a parking permit. 
At 2:43 p.m. the same day, a student 
reported that she had received harassing 
phone calls and Facebook messages from 
another student.
At 12:54 a.m. Feb. 11, a Campus Police 
officer was dispatched to Lot AG near the 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center because two individuals were 
sleeping inside a Ford Expedition. After 
receiving verbal consent, the officer 
inspected the vehicle and found bottles of 
alcohol. The 19-year-old driver was issued 
a citation for possession of alcohol by a 
minor.
 At 2:52 p.m. Feb. 15, a student reported 
that his backpack was stolen from his 
locker in the Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center. The backpack 
contained a laptop computer, wallet, school 
supplies and clothes.
At 2:02 p.m. the same day, an officer 
on patrol at The Village at Fort Brown 
observed a vehicle driving with blue 
headlights and without front license plates. 
After conducting an investigation, the 
officer found a marijuana cigarette in the 
glove compartment. The cigarette was 
destroyed and the driver was free to leave.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
 Research Symposium
Faculty, staff and students are 
encouraged to submit papers to the UTB/
TSC Research Symposium. The deadline 
is today and requirements are posted at 
www.utb.edu/symposium. The event takes 
place from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 25 
at the International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center. 
Black History Month program
The fifth annual Black History Month 
Celebration, featuring the South Texas 
Mass Choir led by Minister Donald 
Hamm, will take place at 6 p.m. today in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall. The guest speaker 
will be the Rev. Meizie Bobbins-Lofton. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call Deloria Nanze-Davis at 882-4196 or 
send her an e-mail at deloria.nanzedavis@
utb.edu.
Athletics Department
The UTB/TSC Baseball Team will play 
against Texas A&M University-Kingsville 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday on Scorpion Field. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, $3 for senior citizens and 
students from other schools. Admission is 
free for UTB/TSC students, faculty and 
staff with ID. For more information, call 
882-8911.
The UTB/TSC Baseball Team will play 
against Bacone College at 4 p.m. Friday and 
8 a.m. Saturday on Scorpion Field. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, $3 for senior citizens and 
students from other schools. Admission is 
free for UTB/TSC students, faculty and 
staff with ID. For more information, call 
882-8911.
Careers in education workshop
The Student Success Center will 
conduct a workshop that will highlight 
the different career choices available in 
the education field, alternative education 
possibilities and advancement in the field 
at noon Wednesday in Tandy Hall 113. For 
more information, call 882-8292.
Student comedians sought
The Campus Activities Board is 
looking for students to perform comedy as 
an opening act at its next “Comedy Show,” 
featuring Andrew Kennedy, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salon. For more information, call 882-5138 
or send an e-mail to Virginia Sandoval at 
vsandoval26@hotmail.com.
 Frida Kahlo lecture
The Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 
660 Ringgold St., will host a lecture on 
the artist Frida Kahlo presented by her 
niece, Cristina Kahlo, at 5 p.m. Thursday. 
Museum admission is $5 for adults, $3 for 
university students and $2 for students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade. For more 
information, call 542-0941. 
‘Vagina Monologues’ 
UTB/TSC will present “The Vagina 
Monologues” at 7 p.m. Thursday and 
at noon and 7 p.m. Friday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. Admission is $3. This play is 
sponsored by the Women’s History Month 
Committee. For more information, send 
an e-mail to Debbie Ann Pérez at debra.
perez@utb.edu.
Research lecture
James Telese, professor of mathematics 
education in the Teaching, Learning and 
Innovation Department, will present a 
lecture titled “Understanding Single-
Subject Research Design” at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday in the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. The event is 
part of the Spring 2011 Faculty Seminar 
Series. 
Accordion master class
Juan Longoria, a Physical Plant 
employee and 2007 Texas Folklife Big 
Squeeze accordion champion, will present 
a master class at 3 p.m. Sunday in the 
Narciso Martínez Cultural Arts Center, 
located at 225 E. Stenger St. in San Benito. 
Admission is free. 
C.H.A.N.G.E. meeting
C.H.A.N.G.E., an organization 
that provides a system of support and 
advancement for the gay community 
among people of every spectrum meets at 6 
p.m. every Friday in the SET-B third-floor 
conference room. For more information, 
call organization Vice President David 
Hernández at 525-9097 or send an e-mail 
to organization.change@yahoo.com. 
Deputy registrars
Cameron County Elections Administrator 
Rogelio Ortiz will recommission all 
campus deputy registrars from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. March 10 in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia. Those interested in becoming 
volunteer deputy voter registrars are also 
welcome to attend. The deadline to register 
voters for the May 2011 elections is April 
14. For more information, call the Center 
for Civic Engagement at 882-4300.
Proposals sought
Counseling and guidance majors are 
encouraged to submit proposals for the 
sixth annual Student Professional Growth 
Conference, scheduled April 16 in the 
Education and Business Complex. Students 
may submit as many as three proposals 
electronically by the deadline of March 16 
to Assistant Professor James Jackson at 
james.jackson@utb.edu.
Mount Calvary services 
Mount Calvary Christian Church 
conducts services from 11 a.m. to noon 
every Sunday at 712 N. 77 Sunshine Strip, 
Suite 11, in Harlingen. The church holds 
a support group meeting for the GLBT 
community, family and friends from 7 to 
8 p.m. Mondays and Bible study from 7 to 
8 p.m. Wednesdays. For more information, 
call 551-6275 or visit www.mtcalvarycc.
org.
Slavery, segregation exhibit
An exhibit documenting abuse against 
African-Americans during the times of 
slavery and segregation in the United States 
will be on display until today on the first 
floor of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library. The exhibit is co-curated by UTB/
TSC history students Debby Cruz and 
Demaracus Gatlin. For more information, 
call 882-7130 or send an e-mail to milagro.
hernandez@utb.edu.
Mandatory advising 
Mandatory advising is under way for 
students wanting to attend classes in the 
summer and fall. For more information, call 
Academic Advising at 882-7362 or send an 
e-mail to academicadvising@utb.edu.
ARTOPIA III art show
The Student Union is seeking original 
art from the campus community for its 
ARTOPIA III art show, which will be 
juried by art Professor Carlos G. Gómez. 
The show will take place at 6 p.m. March 
7 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. 
Entry forms can be picked up at Student 
Union 1.20. For more information, call 
Assistant Director Patricia M. Longoria 
at 882-6776 or send her an e-mail at 
patricia.m.longoria@utb.edu.
Alternative Spring Break
The Civic Engagement Scholars 
organization seeks volunteers for its annual 
“Alternative Spring Break,” scheduled 
from 8 a.m. to noon March 14 to 16 at the 
Cueto Building, located at 1301 E. Madison 
St. In addition, health organizations, 
students, faculty and staff interested in 
hosting a table may contact the Center for 
Civic Engagement at 882-4300. Tables can 
include free health information, body mass 
index screenings, glucose readings, etc. 
Text anxiety workshop
The Student Success Center will 
conduct a workshop titled “Preparing for 
Midterms and Beating Test Anxiety!” at 
noon March 9 in Tandy Hall 113. For more 
information, call 882-8292.
Chamber Winds recital
Music education majors participating 
in the UTB/TSC Chamber Winds program 
will present a free recital from 12:15 to 
12:45 p.m. March 9 at the Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore on campus. The program will 
feature chamber music for woodwinds. 
Disney Institute workshop
The Disney Institute’s “Building 
a Culture of Healthcare Excellence” 
workshop will be conducted at 8:30 a.m. 
April 14 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. 
Registration is $359 before March 14. To 




Professional Women Speak will 
conduct its spring conference from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. March 26 in Salon Cassia at the 
Education and Business Complex. General 
admission is $20 and $10 for students. For 
more information, contact Moises Estrada 
at 882-7334 or moises.estrada@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s 
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Downtown Brownsville’s history 
undulates between successes and 
drawbacks predating the Civil War and 
the present remains consistent with the 
trend as residents turn to city officials to 
take action.
A revitalized downtown, with clean 
streets lit by commercial lights, could 
provide service jobs for the local 
community, entertainment for UTB/TSC 
students and a cultural beacon for the city, 
but there is much in the way before any 
conceptual drawings ever come to life.  
Brownsville’s downtown once played 
a vital role as a booming transfer point 
before the Civil War, when 
the Rio Grande swelled 
with Colorado Mountain 
snowmelt, said Lawrence 
Lof, a committee member of 
United Brownsville. 
“There was so much traffic, 
people don’t realize there 
were dozens of riverboats 
operating … and many of 
them were tied up right down 
the street from El Jardin 
Hotel, at Levee, just where 
they’re building the new bridge,” said 
Lof, who is also director of UTB/TSC’s 
Rancho del Cielo.
“Downtown is the original townsite 
along the riverbank because that’s 
where all the trade [was],” said Historic 
Downtown District Director Peter 
Goodman. “Brownsville has the second-
highest number of historic buildings [to 
San Antonio].  Other than the Alamo … 
we probably have more history than any 
other buildings in Texas.”
Riverboats carried Confederate cotton 
up and down the Rio Grande during the 
Civil War as the river was an international 
waterway, which meant it could not be 
blockaded by Union forces, Lof said. 
Then there was the French Intervention 
in Mexico. 
The energy trade generated for 
downtown Brownsville’s development 
helped establish New Orleans-style 
commercial buildings such as the Cueto 
Building, the Alonso building, the 
Fernandez building and the Pacheco 
building, all general stores that anchored 
their neighborhoods.  
The economic boom fluctuated from 
time to time depending on historical 
events. The 
conclusion of the 




“the whole South 
suffered. … They 
lost everything. … 
Slaves were lost. 
… That affected 
Texas.”
As a commercial 
center in the 1980s, “Brownsville 
depended completely [on] Mexico,” 
said George Ramirez, president of the 
Brownsville Society for the Performing 
Arts.
“So, in the early ’80s there were these 
big-time devaluations of the Mexican 
economy that nearly bankrupted Mexico 
and Texas because they were so dependent 
on the oil business, and Brownsville just 
completely collapsed,” Ramirez said.
It was in this period in downtown’s 
history where things began to go sour as 
commercial retail space was replaced by 
maquiladoras. 
“All of a sudden, instead of just being a 
shopping center for Mexicans, it became 
a manufacturing industrial hub,” Ramirez 
said.
Further adding to the downturn was the 
application of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), an initiative 
set in motion by then U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and signed into law by 
President Bill Clinton, with the primary 
goal to foster trade and investment 
through the elimination of tariffs among 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico-- but there 
was a heavy price to pay.  Resourceful 
companies chose to leave U.S. soil for 
more cost-effective locations in Mexico.
The end result of such events can 
be said to have stagnated the natural 
progression and upkeep of the downtown 
area. As urban sprawl moved northward, 
a strategic move to further economic 
development in Brownsville, downtown 
deteriorated.  
Today, walking the downtown area 
reveals ropa usada businesses and 
miscellaneous stores specializing in the 
sale of inexpensive Chinese products. 
Vagrants and other unsavory characters 
dwell in the heart of the district, and 
cantinas around Market Square blare 
Norteño music as the regulars inside 
drink Natural Light, occasionally crying 
out in a grito.  
Naturally, the need to revitalize 
downtown has been realized over and over 
again by concerned citizens and potential 
business owners, but the impetus behind 
their newfound energy has been sluggish 
and hindered by the bureaucratic powers 
that be at every turn.  
Downtown revitalization is nothing 
new, and, in fact, has been in the 
hearts and minds of public servants for 
more than 30 years, dating back to the 
introduction of plans for a weir, which 
would have been eight miles east of the 
Downtown Brownsville’s nascent recovery 
• See ‘Downtown,’ Page  13




Brownsville Rivertfront circa 1858 by Theodore Gentilz 
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Just in time for spring planting, writer 
Judy Barrett offers tips so that gardeners 
will be able to get their hands dirty, 
harvest fresh vegetables and eat healthy 
heirloom plants.
Barrett, the author of “What Makes 
Heirloom Plants So Great? Old-Fashioned 
Treasures to Grow, Eat and Admire,” 
spoke before more than a dozen people 
Feb. 20 at the Brownsville Heritage 
Complex.
With names like banana cantaloupe, 
lemon cucumber, German chocolate 
tomato and Cherokee purple tomato, one 
does not know how to react. 
“The English cucumber … is a very 
snooty vegetable,” Barrett playfully 
remarks. “It comes in its own little shrink-
wrap package at the grocery store, it’s 
imported from faraway places and it costs 
you a whole lot when you buy it. You can 
grow almost exactly the same cucumber 
in your garden.” 
Barrett, whose interest in gardening 
stems from her mother and grandfather, 
has been involved in gardening throughout 
her life. 
Heirloom plants, she said, have a diverse 
genetic makeup, which is beneficial. The 
Irish Potato Blight that devastated Ireland 
in the 17th century, Barrett said, might 
have been prevented if they had not grown 
just one variety.
“Heirlooms are not weird things,” she 
said. “They’re things you have all the 
time. They are just varieties that have 
been around for a long time and that 
have been able to keep going. If heirloom 
plants weren’t tough, we wouldn’t have 
them now. They would have died out 
years ago.”
Barrett’s second book looks at different 
heirloom plants, their history, how to grow 
them and their multiple uses in cooking 
and everyday life. 
“I think everybody ought to know how 
to grow some things,” she said. “I think 
it’s an essential part of life, to be able to 
feed yourself, and so, I think, it gives you 
a confidence. I think it gives you security 
in your life if you know how to grow some 
things and feed yourself. So, I think, this 
city ought to encourage that. Maybe put 
up a community garden, maybe provide 
ways to collect rainwater; there are lots 
of things to encourage people to do some 
more home gardening.”
She also believes that school gardens 
are advantageous for children, who can 
learn about math, science, generosity and 
taking care of things as well as expanding 
their diet.
“School gardens are great; you know, 
gardening is not rocket science,” Barrett 
said. “You don’t have to be educated or 
sophisticated or experienced. All you have 
to do is poke some seeds into the dirt. Kids 
love that, and kids love watching things 
grow and they will taste anything they 
do grow, which is not necessarily true of 
anything you bring home from the grocery 
store. It’s a good way to get them used to 
eating different types of foods.” 
Barrett’s advice to fellow gardeners is 
as follows:
--Avoid toxic chemicals and just go 
with nature’s plan.
--Experiment, try different things.
--Do not have too many unrealistic 
expectations.
--Try to grow your own food.
--Enjoy it, it’s fun.
This is Barrett’s second visit to 
Brownsville. In May 2009, she presented 
her first book, “What Can I Do with My 
Herbs? How to Grow, Use and Enjoy 
These Versatile Plants.” The event was 
so popular, museum officials invited 
her back, said Brownsville Historical 
Association Assistant Director Rhiannon 
Cizon.
“When we found that she had produced 
another book about heirloom plants, we 
wanted to bring her down,” Cizon said. 
“One of the great things about bringing 
her down at this time is that it’s about 
the time when most home gardeners are 
starting to prepare their plants, especially 
if they grow from seed.”
Debbie Cox, an herb and vegetable 
merchant at the Brownsville Farmers’ 
Market, was among those present at the 
book signing.
“We grow the yellow pear, and that’s 
one of my favorite little tomatoes. It’s like 
a little miniature pear and so I was real 
excited to hear that that was an heirloom 
plant,” Cox said.
Once one is ready to plant, Cox 
recommends that gardeners build raised-
garden beds to improve the drainage on 
the caliche-type soil found in Brownsville.
Gonzalez Elementary School Nurse 
Lee López was also present at the book 
signing.
 “I’ve always liked to garden,” López 
said. “I’ve always tried to have a garden in 
my backyard no matter where I live, from 
upstate New York to here in Brownsville.” 
Published by Texas A&M University 
Press, Barrett’s book is available at La 
Tienda Heritage Museum Gift Shop for 
$19.95, plus tax. Brownsville Historical 
Association members receive a 10 
percent discount. For more information, 
visit Barrett’s website at www.
homegrownTexas.com.
Heirlooms are the key to garden diversity
By Héctor Aguilar
SpaniSh Editor
Gardening writer Judy Barrett, of Taylor in Central Texas, explains the different heirloom plants that she writes 
about in her book, “What Makes Heirloom Plants So Great? Old Fashioned Treasures to Grow, Eat and Admire,” 
during a book signing Feb. 20 in the Brownsville Heritage Complex.
SErgio Salazar/CollEgian
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Family and friends 
remembered Santiago 
Bernal as a happy 
person who loved 
fishing and soccer.
More than 50 
people gathered 
Wednesday in the 
rose garden behind 
Gorgas Hall to pay 
their respects to the 
family of the UTB/
TSC student who was 
killed Feb. 19 at the La Estancia apartment 
complex.
Bernal, 21, of Monterrey, Mexico, was 
an international student and a freshman 
business major, according to university 
officials. He was also a graduate of 
Harlingen’s Marine Military Academy.
Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate vice 
president for Student Affairs and dean of 
students, said university officials were told 
of the incident the same day he died.  
According to a Brownsville Police 
Department report, “police arrived and 
found a man inside an apartment with an 
apparent stab wound” around 4:25 a.m.
“Preliminary indications are that a 
struggle took place inside the apartment,” 
the report said. “The victim was transported 
to Valley Baptist Medical Center, where 
he died about 5:14 a.m.” Pct. 2, Place 2, 
Justice of the Peace Tony Torres ordered an 
autopsy.
Eddie Garcia, spokesman for the 
Brownsville Police Department, told The 
Collegian Wednesday that the person 
who stabbed Bernal is a 23-year-old man. 
Garcia could not say whether the man was 
a UTB/TSC student. 
No charges have been filed in the 
incident. 
“Being that the case is still pending and 
under investigation, we cannot release any 
information regarding this investigation,” 
Garcia said. “All we can say is that there 
was some type of struggle in the apartment 
and this is where the stabbing took place.” 
During Wednesday’s ceremony, friends 
remembered Bernal’s good attitude toward 
life, love for his family and friends and 
dedication to school.
Bernal’s parents, Juan Pablo Bernal 
and Sachiko Razo de Bernal, and his two 
brothers were present at the vigil.  
Jose Luis Barba, a senior business major, 
talked about how Bernal’s death should be 
a lesson for all college students who go out 
late at night.
“You have no business being out in the 
street at those hours of the night,” Barba 
said in Spanish. “It’s OK to go out and 
have fun. We all do it, but this should be an 
experience for all of us so that we learn to 
have better judgment in the things we do. 
We’re going to miss Santiago. We all have 
good memories of him. He was always a 
happy person. He always had a good vibe 
about him.” 
Sophomore business major and Bernal’s 
roommate Guillermo Zorilla talked about 
Bernal’s love for soccer and fishing.  
“I knew of the things he enjoyed,” Zorilla 
said in Spanish. “During the weekends, 
it had become an obligation to watch the 
soccer games and cheer for Monterrey’s 
soccer team. ... He also liked fishing. He 
would always tell us about the fishing trips 
he would take with his father. It is because 
of him that I learned how to fish. He always 
had patience and dedication, so I would 
learn how to fish the correct way.”
 The Rev. Armand Mathew ended the 
ceremony with prayer. Bernal’s family and 
friends dropped white rose petals in the 
garden’s fountain in memory of Bernal. 
The event was organized by the Student 
Government Association.  




“I already know what I want to study, so 
why do I need to see a career counselor?”
These words might ring true for many 
students; however, career counseling 
can help students explore the countless 
possibilities that are available in a 
particular field or discover areas to 
complement their selected major for 
future graduate studies.
Case in point: Recently, I provided 
information to a freshman who was firm 
in her selection of a major. However, she 
had learned about another field, akin to 
her chosen career, that was close to her 
interest in health (her major) and dance 
(her hobby) and wished to know more 
about it. We researched this program 
and discovered that is a master’s degree 
offered in few universities and is very 
competitive. To be admitted, she needed 
a strong foundation in dance (she had 
received dance training since age 3) and 
studies in psychology and/or sociology. 
With this new information, she was 
determined to complete the prerequisites 
here and decided to add a minor in 
psychology to her degree.     
Career exploration helps students 
reaffirm their selected major, drives them 
to explore other areas of interest and 
learn about the opportunities open in their 
chosen field. This exercise allows them to 
develop a “plan B,” or learn requirements 
for a second major or a professional 
degree. 
In this chaotic world and considering 
today’s economy, it is important to know 
that careers are constantly changing, new 
jobs are being created and some fields are 
being down-sized or becoming obsolete. 
It is imperative for any student to research 
career trends as well as the job outlook 
to learn what to expect upon graduation. 
Career counselors can help.
 For more information, visit the career 
counselors at the Student Success Center, 
located in the Cardenas Hall North Annex 
or call them at 882-8292. 
Explore career trends at Student Success Center
By Monica Hernandez, M.Ed. 
Student SuCCeSS Center Career 
CounSelor 
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recognition is part of the city’s annual 
Charro Days celebration.
Among the many talents of 
the university performing during 
Thursday’s event were Mariachi 
Escorpión, who sang “Acá entre 
nos” by Vicente Fernandez and “El 
gavalancio” by Saul Vera; Grupo 
Folklórico Tizatlán danced “El 
sinaloense” and “El toro mambo” and 
the San Benito High School Conjunto 
Estrella performed Emilio Navaira’s 
“Como le haré.” 
The 3- and 4-year-old students of 
the Raul J. Guerra Childhood Center, 
however, stole the show.
“They are a constant reminder of 
how important the mission of UTB/
TSC is in our community and just how 
bright our future is,” said Associate 
Vice President for Student Affairs 
Sylvia Leal, who served as the master 
of ceremonies.
Dressed in gold and beige charro 
outfits, the children enlightened the 
audience by dancing to the fast-paced 
rhythm of Pedro Fernandez’s song, 
Mr. Amigo
Continued from page 1
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Members of UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán perform the traditional dance from the Mexican state of Sinaloa.
UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise (left) presents a plaque to Mr. Amigo 2010 Carlos Cuevas.
UTB/TSC Associate Provost Ruth Ann Ragland greets the crowd during Thursday’s Golf Cart Parade. Also 
shown is Provost Alan Artibise.
Zelma Mata, director of Group Folklórico Tizátlan, and her partner, Julio Fuentes, assistant director and UTB/
TSC alumnus perform, “El sinaloense.”
Laura Vela (left), a student employee for the Department of Teaching, Learning and Innovation, and Lupita 
Esparza, secretary for the dean of the College of Education, walk proudly down the Paseo on Thursday.
“Me encanta.”
Toward the end of the ceremony, Mr. 
Amigo was asked to sing a couple of 
songs to the audience.
The crowd roared after Cuevas 
performed a rendition of Juan Gabriel’s 
“Se me olvidó otra vez” and Jose 
Alfredo Jimenez’a “No volveré.”
“It is said, ‘Where there is a pair of 
lovers, there’s bolero,’ and for singing 
it, there’s Carlos Cuevas,” Leal said.
Cuevas won the prestigious OTI 
Music Festivals International Award 
in 1991 in Las Vegas, Nev. This 
recognition catapulted him into 
international stardom and earned him 
the nickname King of Bolero as he 
became an ambassador of la música 
romántica, she said.
Earlier in the day, 22 brightly 
decorated golf carts representing 
UTB/TSC’s departments and student 
organizations, cruised from Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira Memorial Library to the 
SET-B Lecture Hall in a parade. The 
carts were decorated with crepe and 
papier-maché flowers, sombreros, 
zarapes and red, white and green 
pennants.
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Members of UTB/TSC’s Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán perform the traditional dance from the Mexican state of Sinaloa.
Jorge Muñoz, president of the Student Government Association, attaches a Scorpion pin to the suit of Mr. 
Amigo 2010 Carlos Cuevas.
Industrial Technology students Hector Sandoval (left) and Raul Perez drive some special cars in the Golf Cart 
Parade. Sandoval brought his wife and daughter to the event.
Children from the Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center dance to “Me encanta” by Pedro Fernandez.
Fine Arts Associate Professor Antonio Briseño and student Jose Antonio Delgadillo perform “Acá entre nos” 
during Thursday’s Mr. Amigo ceremony in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Jose Camacho, president of the Mr. Amigo Association, sings Juan Gabriel’s “No Volveré” with a little 
encouragement from Mr. Amigo 2010 Carlos Cuevas. 
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stuff to you later.”
Mike Quiñones, a junior psychology and 
business major and SGA senator, asked 
what would happen if TSC finds out it does 
not have enough resources to launch the 
community college.
“Let’s hope the board of trustees is 
successful in launching Texas Southmost 
College,” Putegnat replied. “A town needs 
community college programs and services. 
… We’ll confront the problem when we 
come to it and, hopefully, we won’t come 
to it.” 
Student Life Director Sergio Martinez 
asked if TSC could fail with recent budget 
cuts to community colleges across the 
nation.
“Right now, if you take the governor’s 
budget, the house budget [bill] HB 1, 
the senate budget [bill] SB 1 … TSC is 
confronting a $5.4 million cut,” he said.  
Putegnat said if TSC raises taxes then it 
won’t risk failure. However, under Texas 
law, if you raise taxes more than 8 percent, 
then the public can call for a rollback 
election.  
“[UTB officials] are working on the 
establishment of a great university and [the 
TSC board of trustees’] job is the launching 
of a great community college,” he said. 
A march in support of the unification of 
UTB/TSC will take place at 4 p.m. Tuesday 
at Sams Stadium. 
budget and this year, because of the new 
buildings, the target is $500,000.
Artibise and Martinez suggested 
the campus community turn off such 
equipment as printers and computers 
because even if they are in sleep mode, 
they still use up energy.
 “One or two of us doing it doesn’t make 
the difference,” Artibise said. “Hundreds 
of us doing it makes the difference.” 
Bobbette Morgan, president of the 
Academic Senate, noted that Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board 
has listed some UTB/TSC programs as 
low-producing and wanted to know if 
they will be eliminated.
Artibise replied that some programs 
would be shut down and most of them are 
from the Texas Southmost College side, 
while others, like engineering technology, 
were consolidated instead of being shut 
down: “one degree with multiple tracks.” 
Elizabeth Heise, vice president of the 
Academic Senate, asked how the campus 
buildings will be split now that the TSC 
board of trustees has decided to separate 
from UT-Brownsville.
Artibise said that Life and Health 
Sciences, the Education and Business 
Complex, the new biomedical building 
under construction, thermo plants and 
the 80 acres of land known as the athletic 
zone are owned by UT-Brownsville. 
“If we were entirely on our own as 
UTB tomorrow, we could meet all our 
classes and house all our activities with 
resources that UT owns,” he said.
He also said that Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center and the Student 
Union after the separation would belong 
to both because they are being paid for 
by students. 
“We also need to be aware that there 
may be some things we need from TSC 
and we’ll talk to them about it, but they 
also need things from us,” Artibise said.
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday:  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
Budget
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Gateway International Bridge, raising 
the water to 26 feet above sea level--
something Mayor Pat Ahumada said 
would have eliminated the need for the 
border fence.
Downtown came into the purview of 
city officials when Imagine Brownsville, 
a comprehensive plan for improving the 
entire city, identified 150 strategies and 
was in the works. Community members 
recognized the area as a top priority.
“The revitalization of downtown kept 
coming up No. 5, No. 6, No. 7 much 
to our surprise because downtown has 
always been the orphan child of our city 
… and the reason is because we can grow 
horizontally for miles before we have to 
go back to the inner city,” Ramirez said.
Now, United Brownsville, penned 
as a corporation about a year ago, will 
implement those strategies. 
The latest effort to revitalize downtown 
has promise as recent calls for an 
entertainment district took shape nine 
months ago in the form of an ordinance 
that was amended to reduce fees for 
upcoming establishments. 
“We have waived all the permit fees … 
which sometimes can be very expensive,” 
said Ben Medina, director of the city’s 
Planning and Community Development 
Department and who sits on Imagine 
Brownsville’s downtown committee. 
“In this department, we have brought 
together the fire marshal, the planning, 
the building permitting, the parking, to 
review when people apply for a business. 
… Everybody sits at this table and in 
one place tell the applicant [what they 
need to do to open a business], so it gets 
expedited.” 
Last September, Brownsville reached 
out to Oprah Winfrey by competing in 
her contest that would revitalize a lucky 
city’s downtown area. Craig Grove, 
the founder of the Brownsville Living 
webpage and its Facebook page, worked 
directly to orchestrate the efforts to 
get the community to compete. Rogy 
Productions taped the rally of about 
100 people who held signs and chanted. 
Grove said Oprah hasn’t responded but is 
confident in the city’s potential. 
“I think [we have] very good potential 
because of the dramatic stuff that’s going 
on down here right now,” Grove said. “I 
mean, it would honestly make for really 
good TV.” 
If the Oprah miracle doesn’t sweep 
down from Chicago, the city is left to rely 
on itself to move forward with its plans, 
but obstacles are large in supply.
“We’ve done the planning--now we are 
in the implementation phase. To do that, 
we need money,” Medina said. 
A turbulent landscape defined by a 
national recession and likely domestic 
spending cuts, Texas’ $27 billion deficit, 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 
infamous border fence and a tumultuous 
commission-manager relationship with 
sister organizations all play a major 
role in the nascent stage of downtown’s 
eventual revitalization.  
The Collegian has decided to elucidate 
our readers about this bureaucratic 
process of implementation 30 years in 
the making. Besides the history, a critical 
analysis will explain and elaborate upon 
downtown and its future’s seemingly 
crumbling exterior. 
Downtown
Continued from Page 7
Matamoros and Brownsville 
strengthened their ties of friendship and 
brotherhood Thursday at the “Hands 
Across the Bridge” ceremony. 
Brownsville and Matamoros dignitaries, 
many wearing typical Tamaulipan jackets 
known as cueras, were among the many 
that attended the 10 a.m. ceremony on the 
Gateway International Bridge. 
“Charro Days started in 1938,” Kenneth 
Lieck, president of the Charro Days 
Committee said. “Charro Days started 
because we needed to recognize the 
beautiful culture and the people of Mexico. 
It also brings together two nations, the 
United States of America and Mexico, 
[and] the people of these nations to show 
our friendship and respect for each other. 
This event today symbolizes that friendship 
and respect that we have in recognizing 
Mr. Amigo 2010, Carlos Cuevas.”
The salute to the Mexican flag took place 
at the initial part of the ceremony reinforced 
by the sound of multiple trumpets followed 
by the country’s national anthem. 
Immediately after, the presentation of 
the colors of the United States of America 
was conducted by the Brownsville Police 
Department Color Guard and Police Chief 
Carlos García.
Bob Torres, former president of the Mr. 
Amigo Association, retailed the events 
leading Francis Scott Key to write the 
verses to the “Star-Spangled Banner” 
during the bombardment of Fort McHenry 
in Baltimore, Md., by British troops. 
Children from both sides of the bridge 
sporting china poblana costumes and 
charro outfits exchanged flags, gifts and 
greetings on the stage set at the middle of 
the bridge where the honored guests sat.
Brownsville Mayor Pat Ahumada and his 
Matamoros counterpart, Alfonso Sánchez 
Garza, also engaged in an exchange of 
gifts. Ahumada gave Sánchez a black 
cowboy hat and Sánchez gave Ahumada a 
jaguar head made of colorful beads.
Representing the women of Brownsville, 
Angela Burton, president and CEO of 
the Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, 
greeted Matamoros first lady Silvia Guerra 
de Sánchez with a bouquet of flowers.
“Washington and Mexico [do not] 
understand what we’re all about,” 
Ahumada said. “They put walls, they think 
the water divides us, but all we have to do 
is look at ourselves, the blood we carry. 
There’s nothing that can divide us, no 
wall, no river, nothing. Somehow we’re 
intermingled, some way, either [through] 
business, friendship, marriage, some way 
we’re related.” 
Sánchez also commented on the 
significance of the event.
“Today once again, the cities of 
Matamoros and Brownsville concur to 
this traditional meeting point to reiterate 
the brotherhood, respect, and goodwill 
that exist among us. Brownsville and 
Matamoros are two sister cities that besides 
sharing traditions, history and culture, 
coincide in the common effort to make this 
region a place of prosperity, goodwill and 
harmony for all its inhabitants,” he said. 
“Our union goes far beyond the simple 
geographical coincidence. It is based on 
mutual respect, on solidarity, but above all, 
on the great kindness of the inhabitants of 
this region.” 
As part of the Fiestas Mexicanas de 
Matamoros celebration, a Mexican actor 
visits Matamoros to take part in the 
different festivities. This year, Agustín 
Arana was invited to the ceremony during 
which Sánchez presented him with a cuera.
José Camacho, president of 
Brownsville’s Mr. Amigo Association 
handed Mr. Amgio 2010 Carlos Cuevas a 
plaque to commemorate this honor toward 
the final part of the ceremony.
The U.S. Consul General in Matamoros 
Michael Barkin; Mexican Consul in 
Brownsville Rodolfo Quilantán Arenas and 
his wife, Patricia Tapia de Quilantán; Valle 
Hermoso Mayor Efraín de León; President 
of Fiestas Mexicanas de Matamoros Alicia 
Manzur de González; and Matamoros 
Bishop Faustino Armendáriz Jiménez were 
also present at this ceremony.
The release of red, white, green and blue 
balloons representing the colors of both 
nations’ flags concluded the festivities.
Matamoros mayor Alfonso Sánchez Garza (right) recognizes Carlos Cuevas, Mr. Amigo 2010, with a present 
during “The Hands Across the Bridge” ceremony Thursday morning.
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Between cell phones, instant messaging 
and Facebook, there is no doubt that 
the typical college student has many 
distractions. But with the right skills, 
students can easily transform technology 
from distraction to academic advantages 
tailored to help them be better prepared 
for class assignments and exams.  Here are 
some tips:
1. Facebook--If you’re like most people, 
you think Facebook.com is just for social 
networking and to share photos. In reality, 
Facebook can be used as a way to connect 
with other students through discussion 
forums in virtual communities to discuss 
class assignments and lectures. Instead of 
individually IMing one another, students 
can “meet” in a forum to discuss their 
selected topic and share ideas.
2. Outlook--A savvy way to keep track 
of assignments is by using the Outlook 
Calendar on your computer.  Not only can 
you jot down due dates, but the calendar 
will also remind you when important items 
are coming up via e-mail or whichever 
notification system you set up. Outlook 
also has an organizational feature for e-mail 
that allows you to set up rules to streamline 
your incoming mail. For example, if one 
of your classmates sends you a message on 
a project you’re both working on, it will 
appear in your “Project” folder.  
3. Blackboard--Log in to Blackboard 
often, just as you would your personal 
e-mail. Professors may post an extra 
assignment or reading prior to class to ensure 
you are prepared for the upcoming class 
meeting.  Blackboard is also a great way to 
receive any important announcements not 
just from your professors, but also from 
UTB/TSC.
Please remember that some of these 
time-saving technology techniques can 
also lead to temptation and procrastination. 
The secret is to remain focused on the task 
at hand and use technology to work for 
you in helping to achieve success in the 
classroom.
By Academic Advising Team
Manage your time using technology
Academic Advising Alert: 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter 
and You Tube. 
héctor aguilar/collEgian 
A werewolf, a ghost and a vampire 
share an apartment. Sounds like the setup 
for a bad joke, right?
Well, it is actually the premise to 
“Being Human,” one of the newest series 
on the Syfy channel.
Aidan is a nurse, who is also a vampire.
Josh is an orderly, who is also a 
werewolf.
They are best friends. With me, so far?
They work in the same hospital while 
dealing with their 
n o n t r a d i t i o n a l 
problems such 
as killing the girl 
you’re dating and 
waking up naked in 
the middle of the 
forest after a full 
moon.
They decide their 
problems would be 
easier to handle if they could keep an eye 
on each other in a place where they could 
be themselves. This leads them to rent an 
apartment together.
It just so happens that the apartment 
they decide to live in is inhabited by 
Sally, a ghost who used to live in the 
apartment with her then fiancé Danny, 
who is now the guys’ landowner.
That’s the premise of the show in a 
nutshell. I watched the first episode with 
very low expectations. The ad campaign 
on Syfy made it seem more like a sitcom 
than a one-hour drama.
I’m glad I was wrong.
The show is actually really entertaining: 
The writing is smart and funny, and 
it’s self-aware of the odd premise yet 
manages to make it believable and 
endearing.
The show does not take itself too 
seriously without turning into a full 
comedy. It walks a fine line between 
comedy and drama without feeling like 
a copy of “True Blood,” “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer” or other shows of the 
genre.
It is definitely more family friendly 
than “True Blood” but more mature 
than “The Vampire Diaries,” a nice 
middle between the other vampire shows 
currently on TV.
Overall, it’s a 
w e l l - p r o d u c e d 
show. The 
photography is 
really good. The 
lighting, the sets-
-everything works 
well together. It 
makes it feel more 
real than any other 
vampire show. The editing is smooth and 
well-paced.
There has been some criticism, 
comparing it to its British counterpart of 
the same name, from which this show is 
a remake.
People have cited scenes in the pilot 
that are shot-by-shot re-enactments of 
the original show.
My response to that is: So what?
“Being Human” shows lots of promise. 
Only the future will tell if it is just a copy 
of the original or something else.
The show is a must-see. It airs locally 
at 8 p.m. Monday and the first three 
episodes are online on both Syfy.com 
and Hulu.com.
Assistant Professor Tom Nevill and 
Adjunct Faculty Member David Lopez 
will perform contemporary percussion 
music Tuesday in the Arts Center.
Percussion performances are not 
common on campus and this concert 
represents an opportunity for the 
community to enjoy something different. 
This performance, scheduled at 7 p.m., 
is part of a series of concerts by faculty 
members in the Arts Center.
Nevill said the performances will 
include “some marimba, timpani, 
multiple percussion and some clapping 
music.”
He said Lopez and he will play 
“contemporary percussion music.”
Although both faculty members will 
be performing, the concert will consist 
mostly of “a couple of solo pieces and a 
duet at the end,” Nevill said.
The program is as follows:
“The Sun Still Shines (on a Rainy 
Day),” written and performed by Nevill 
on marimba;
“March and Polonaise,” written by 
Julius Tausch, arranged by Percival 
Kirby and performed by Lopez on 
timpani;
“Two Days,” written by Roberto 
Lopez and performed by Nevill on 
multiple percussions;
“Valencia,” written by Ney Rosauro 
and performed by Lopez on marimba;
“Five Ages,” written by Greg Danner 
and performed by Nevill on timpani; and
“Clapping Music,” written by Steve 
Reich and performed by Nevill and 
Lopez.
Nevill said the goal is to perform 
for students and the public. He hopes 
students who attend model their recitals 
and on-stage composure after Lopez and 
himself.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
senior citizens, children and students 
with a valid ID.
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Percussionists to shine 
in the Arts Center
By Francisco Garza
The Collegian
Actor Liam Neeson has a quality 
that gravitates audiences into whatever 
sticky situation he might find himself.
Directed by Jaume Collet-Serra 
(“Orphan, “House of Wax”), 
“Unknown” has Neeson in 
unfamiliar territory as he 
plays Dr. Martin Harris, 
who is headed for a biotech 
convention in Berlin. 
Neeson arrives at the hotel 
with his wife but heads back 
after realizing his briefcase, 
carrying his identification, 
is missing.
Neeson leaves his wife 
behind at the hotel check-in, 
and enters a taxi driven by 
Diane Kruger (“Inglorious 
Basterds”) that flies off a bridge into a 
river. Kruger saves Neeson and flees the 
scene, and when he awakens, the 58-year-
old actor finds himself in a hospital bed 
where he has been unconscious for four 
days.
 With a spotty memory, Neeson leaves 
the hospital and finds his wife back at 
the hotel convention dinner. She doesn’t 
recognize him and is with another man 
with a name tag of Dr. Martin Harris. 
The real Dr. Martin Harris (Neeson) is 
kicked out and the journey to figure how 
to put his life back together begins with 
no identification, hardly any euros in his 
pocket and in a foreign land where he 
doesn’t speak the language.
The movie also has excellent 
performances from Swiss actor Bruno 
Ganz, who plays an old Stasi agent who 
is known for finding people and putting 
details together. Frank 
Langella is crisp as an old 
friend of Dr. Harris, who 
eventually finds himself in 
the mix.
Oliver Butcher and 
Stephen Cornwell’s script 
is penned tightly and has 
enough twists and turns 
to keep viewers engaged. 
What’s interesting is that 
it might feel like Neeson’s 
2009 action-thriller 
“Taken” but this time he 
isn’t equipped “with a 
particular set of skills” as an assassin. 
He’s just a guy in a coat and tie and a lot 
of schooling. Yet, Neeson’s enthralling 
voice and desperation more than suffice 
for his lack of gun-shooting and spy 
skills. And, as his performance and box 
office numbers show, he can deliver in 
an action film in more than one way.
“Unknown” debuted as the No. 1 
movie in the box office, grossing an 
estimated $21.8 million while another 
action flick “I Am Number Four,” 
opened at No. 2 with $19.5 million.
Reviews
Going to the ‘Unknown’






Sophomore biology major Diana Guerra (from left), freshman psychology major Christine Garcia and 
freshman biology major Teresa Mata enjoy a game of Lotería  Wednesday in the Student Union game 
room. Thirty-five students participated in the event sponsored by the Student Union, which awarded school 
supplies as prizes.  
Buena!
ChriSTopher peña/Collegian
Student Health Services interns Stephanie Castellanos (left) and Lorena Castillo offer tips on maintaining 
a healthy heart to freshman chemistry major Erick Herrera Wednesday outside Cortez Hall.
Your health in mind
ChriSTopher peña/Collegian
The “Battle of the Orange” still belongs 
to the University of Texas Pan-American.
Despite a valiant effort, UTB/TSC let a 
one-run advantage slip away in the sixth 
inning when Colton Van Komen hit an 
RBI-ground out for the go-ahead run as 
the Broncs sneaked past the Scorpions 
4-3 Feb. 22 at Edinburg Stadium.
The Scorpions dropped to 10-3 overall 
and are now 0-5 all-time against their Rio 
Grande Valley rival. The loss also gives 
UTB/TSC its first losing streak of the 
season after dropping a 1-0 decision to 
Texas Wesleyan University on Feb. 20.
UTB/TSC’s 11-game road trip ended 
over the weekend with a three-game series 
against Huston-Tillotson University. 
The results were not available at press 
time.
The Scorpions will be back at home for 
four games starting Tuesday with Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville as UTB/TSC 
will observe Breast Cancer Awareness 
Night with the team wearing pink t-shirts 
for the game.  Shirts will be sold at the 
game for $10. Bacone College will visit 
for a three-game set starting Friday with a 
double-header.
Through 13 games the Scorpions are 
batting  at .263 as a team and for their 
coach that’s simply not going to cut it.
“Offensively, we’ve got some work to 
do,” Scorpions Coach Bryan Aughney 
said. “They were straight challenging us 
with the fastball and we weren’t hitting 
them. I’m not happy and it’s a tough one 
to swallow. It’s always tough to lose.”
Aughney added if the team had 
eliminated a few mistakes, including a 
dropped strike-three ball and not turning 
a double play in the sixth, that could’ve 
made for a different outcome.
“If we play perfect defensively, chances 
are we come out on top,” he said. “But 
at the end of the day we’ve got to score 
more than three runs.”
UTB/TSC’s pitching still remains the 
foundation for the Scorpions as starter 
Julian Moya gave up four runs on six 
hits while striking out eight batters in six 
innings of work.
Sophomore Zach Armstrong came in 
relief of Moya and tossed two innings of 
scoreless baseball.
The Scorpions had just one hit through 
five innings snapped out of its offensive 
funk when Joel Fernandez smashed an 
RBI-single down the third baseline past 
a diving Vincent Mejia to put UTB/TSC 
on the board down 2-1. Two batters later, 
Felix Fanaselle grounded a ball up the 
middle for an infield single that brought 
home Fernandez. On the same play, Matt 
Ginn came home when the Broncs second 
baseman tried to throw out Fanaselle. 
But his attempt sailed into the Scorpion 
dugout, advancing Fanaselle to second.
The UTB/TSC lead would be short-
lived as UTPA answered back in its next 
at bat with an RBI single from Alex 
Carnail, followed by a groundout RBI by 
pinch hitter Van Komen to put the Broncs 
back on top 4-3.
Broncs center fielder Adrian De La 
Rosa put his team on the scoreboard 
early in the bottom of the second with a 
smashed RBI single down the left field 
foul line, bringing home teammate Mike 
McCarthy and putting Carnail at third. 
Carnail scored on the next pitch by Moya 
that hit the backstop for a 2-0 advantage.
“We got out of it with a win,” UTPA 
Coach Manny Mantrana said. “Our 
pitching was very good but our defense 
had some lapses. But at the end of the 
game, we won so that’s always good.”
UTPA improved to 5-0 on the season, 
with reliever Cody Plunk earning the win, 
tossing 3.1 hitless innings while starter 
Kyle Kotchie had a no decision, giving 
up three runs (none earned) on three hits 
in 5.2 innings of work.
UTB/TSC Pitcher Danny Gidora won 
his second  Red River Athletic Pitcher of 
the Week honors for Feb. 14-20. Gidora 
tossed a complete-game shutout Feb. 18 
against Texas Wesleyan Univeristy to 
improve his record to 3-0 and ERA down 
to 0.47.
The UTB/TSC Men’s and Women’s 
golf teams aren’t satisfied, not one bit, 
about finishing third at the 12th annual 
Sen. Eddie Lucio Intercollegiate Golf 
Invitational Tournament Feb. 21 at the 
South Padre Island Golf Club in Laguna 
Vista.
Nationally ranked Texas Wesleyan 
University and Lubbock Christian 
University won the men’s and women’s 
divisions in gale-force winds, leaving 
a sour taste in the Scorpions’ mouths 
and a blueprint for first-year UTB/TSC 
Coach Anthony Lopez.
“Given the course conditions, we 
played OK,” Lopez said. “It was 
respectable and the conditions didn’t 
give us the distinct advantage we 
thought we were going to have with it 
being our home course, but the wind 
wreaked havoc on everyone. It was 
definitely respectable on both ends for 
the men and women.”
Scorpion golfer Vincent Cavazos 
triumphantly earned third-place 
medalist honors, shooting a two-day 
total of 152 to lead UTB/TSC, but for 
him and many of the other golfers, their 
performance wasn’t good enough.
“Overall, I think we could have done 
better,” Cavazos said. “Some guys 
stepped it up and some felt the pressure, 
but that’s the way it goes. We’ve seen 
the wind but not that strong. It’s still no 
excuse. We should’ve gone out there 
[and played better].”
Rounding out the men’s scores 
were Marcus Cavazos’ 159,  Anthony 
Milligan’s 88 and 80 for a 168, Eric 
Cavazos’ 83 and 87 for 170 and Joseph 
Lucio’s two-day total of 173. The 
Scorpions finished 18 shots behind 
TWU.
The Scorpions also had another 
men’s team that finished 11th, including 
Matt Cadriel’s 161, Adam Haley’s 168, 
Matthew Mah’s 174 and Jeff Hoover’s 
184.
The UTB/TSC Women’s Team 
finished a distant third with LCU 
and Northwood University, ranked 
No. 13 and No.18, blowing past the 
competition with scores of 672 and 
695. With a total of 760 for the two-
day tournament, the Scorpions beat out 
Texas A&M University-Kingsville by a 
single shot to hold onto third.
Senior Andrea Cadriel, who shot 
96 and 86 for a 182 total, said there 
is a significant amount of room for 
improvement for the women’s team, 
which will be back in competition at the 
Lady Cru Invitational in Salado March 
7 and 8, hosted by the University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor.
“The next tournament is really big,” 
Cadriel said. “I want to see ourselves 
move up in the rankings [within 
conference], especially with conference 
coming up [in April]. [The last 
tournament] was a true test to see how 
we can compete against them. We just 
need to grind down our difficulties and 
cut down some strokes and continue to 
work hard out there.”
The men’s team will be back in 
action at the UST Mamiya Texas 
Intercollegiate Tournament in Fort 
Worth March 13-14, hosted by TWU, 
and Lopez expects to be right in the 
mix.
 “Our men are going to as big of a 
tournament as we just played in,” 
Lopez said. “I don’t expect this third-
place finish to rest well with them and 
as it doesn’t with me. I expect them 
to contend on Sunday and be hungry, 
wanting to play.”
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UTB/TSC second baseman Nick Loftis attempts to tag out University of Texas-Pan American catcher Colton 
Van Komen as he slides into second base Tuesday in Edinburg. The Broncs edged the Scorpions 4-3.
LESLiE BarriEntoS/CoLLEgian
UTB/TSC golfer Anthony Milligan hits his approach shot Feb. 21 on the 18th hole of the South Padre Island 
Golf Course in Laguna Vista.  Milligan shot a two-day total of 168, including a final round 80 to help the 
Scorpions earn a third-place finish for their first tournament of the spring.
Bats cool off UTB/TSC: aims to bounce back from lull







Day      Time  Opponent
1              6 p.m.                       A&M-Kingsville
4           4 p.m.                                   Bacone 
4           TBA                  Bacone 
5           1 p.m.               Bacone
une a dos naciones, Estados Unidos y 
México, [y] a la gente de estas naciones 
para demostrar nuestra amistad y respeto 
mutuo. El evento de hoy simboliza 
esa amistad y respeto que tenemos al 
reconocer a Mr. Amigo 2010, Carlos 
Cuevas”.
El saludo a la Bandera Mexicana, con 
el refuerzo de múltiples trompetas ocurrió 
en la parte inicial de la ceremonia seguido 
por el Himno Nacional Mexicano. 
Inmediatamente después, se llevó a cabo 
la presentación de colores de los Estados 
Unidos de América conducida por el 
Departamento de Policía de Brownsville 
y el Jefe de Policía Carlos García.
Bob Torres, ex presidente de la 
Asociación de Mr. Amigo, detalló los 
eventos que dieran camino a Francis 
Scott Key escribiese los versos de “Star-
Spangled Banner” durante el bombardeo 
del Fuerte McHenry por parte de las 
tropas Inglesas en Baltimore, Maryland. 
Niños de ambos lados del puente 
vestidos de chinas poblanas y charros 
intercambiaron banderas, regalos y 
saludos en la plataforma ubicada a medio 
puente donde se sentaron los huéspedes 
de honor.
El alcalde de Brownsville, Pat 
Ahumada, y su homólogo, Alfonso 
Sánchez Garza, también intercambiaron 
regalos. Ahumada le regaló un sombrero 
negro de vaquero a Sánchez Garza, y 
él en cambio le obsequió una cabeza de 
jaguar compuesta de coloridas cuentas 
artesanales.
Angela Burton, presidenta y jefa 
ejecutiva de la Cámara de Comercio de 
Brownsville recibió a la primera dama de 
Matamoros Silvia Guerra de Sánchez con 
un ramo de flores. 
“Washington y México [no] entienden 
de lo que nos tratamos,” dijo Ahumada. 
“Construyen muros, y piensan que el río 
nos divide, pero lo único que tenemos 
que hacer es vernos a nosotros mismos, 
la sangre que llevamos. No hay nada que 
pueda dividirnos, ningún muro, ningún 
río, nada. De alguna u otra manera estamos 
entrelazados, de alguna manera, ya sea [a 
través] de negocios, amistad, matrimonio, 
de alguna manera estamos relacionados”. 
Sánchez Garza también comentó acerca 
del significado del evento.  
“Hoy una vez más los pueblos de 
Matamoros y Brownsville concurren a 
este tradicional punto de encuentro para 
reiterar la hermandad, respeto y buena 
voluntad que existe entre nosotros”, 
remarcó. “Brownsville y Matamoros son 
dos ciudades hermanas que además de 
compartir tradiciones, historia y cultura, 
coinciden en el esfuerzo común por hacer 
de esta región, un  lugar de prosperidad, 
bienestar y harmonía para todos los 
habitantes. Nuestra unión va más allá de 
la simple coincidencia geográfica, se basa 
en el respeto mutuo, en la solidaridad pero 
sobre todo en el enorme cariño de los 
habitantes de esta región”. 
Como parte de  las Fiestas Mexicanas 
de Matamoros, un actor mexicano visita 
a Matamoros para formar parte de las 
celebraciones. Este año, se le invitó a 
Agustín Arana a la ceremonia, en la cual 
Sánchez Garza le obsequió una cuera.
José Camacho, presidente de la 
Asociación de Mr. Amigo de Brownsville 
le otorgó una placa a Cuevas para 
conmemorar este honor durante la parte 
final de la ceremonia.
 Entre los demás invitados se 
encontraban el Cónsul General de 
los Estados Unidos en Matamoros 
Michael Barkin; el Cónsul de México en 
Brownsville Rodolfo Quilantán Arenas y 
su esposa, Patricia Tapia de Quilantán; el 
presidente municipal de Valle Hermoso 
Efraín de León; la Presidenta de Fiestas 
Mexicanas de Matamoros Alicia Manzur 
de González; y el Obispo Monseñor 
Faustino Armendáriz Jiménez.
La ceremonia concluyó con la 
liberación de globos rojos, blancos, 
verdes y azules, representado los colores 
de ambas banderas.
El rey del bolero y Mr. Amigo 2010, 
Carlos Cuevas visitó la ciudad de 
Brownsville el 24 de febrero para asistir a 
la ceremonia del mismo nombre.
El intérprete de canciones como “Un 
poco más” y “Un delito” quien vino 
acompañada de su esposa, Marta Martínez 
de Cuevas, dijo estar contento de venir a 
Brownsville.
“[Es] una gran alegría, un gran honor, los 
artistas somos embajadores de la música, 
por lo tanto me siento muy halagado de 
que me hayan hecho favor de darme este 
reconocimiento porque eso es lo que 
traigo, música, amor, paz y felicidad a 
Brownsville”, comentó Cuevas. 
Fue precisamente, esta gran alegría 
y los mensajes de unidad y amor de los 
que canta que le hicieron recibir este 
reconocimiento, dijo José Camacho, el 
presidente de la Asociación de Mr. Amigo. 
“Primeramente, más que nada es [por] la 
música que el promueve”, dijo Camacho. 
“[El bolero es] la música romántica 
que nunca ha dejado de olvidarse, y 
cuando se habla del bolero se habla de 
romanticismo, se habla de amor, y eso 
es lo que él promueve. Promueve amor, 
promueve amistad, de la música que él 
tiene todo habla de amor y romance. … 
Ninguna es en contra de nadie”. 
Cada año un comité de tres ex 
presidentes y un  presidente elige a un 
ciudadano mexicano que promueva 
las relaciones de hermandad entre 
Brownsville y Matamoros. 
Este distinguido artista ha sido el 
ganador del Festival de Música OTI y su 
música lo ha llevado al rededor del mundo 
a lugares como El Salvador, España, 
Guatemala, Italia y Nicaragua entre otros. 
Para este intérprete de la música 
romántica las fronteras no existen.
“Yo creo que la música es universal y 
la música une a las naciones, entonces, 
que mejor que la música para poder 
comunicarme contigo”, él dijo. “A lo 
mejor no entendemos bien ni el inglés, 
ni el español, ni el francés ni el italiano, 
pero la música entra y sale y con eso nos 
comunicamos”. 
“La importancia es… que estamos 
unidos… lástima que estamos divididos 
nada más por un puente”, dijo Cuevas, 
“por un río y por otras cosas que no 
nos deben de infundir, pero ojalá y se 
acabaran esos papeleos, todo eso para 
pasar libremente por la frontera. Todos 
somos hermanos al final de cuentas”. 
Cuevas visitó el campus el jueves y les 
recomienda a los estudiantes de UTB/TSC 
que sigan estudiando y que se esfuercen.
“Mi consejo es el que yo seguí de mis 
padres: estudiar, estudiar y estudiar”, 
él dijo. “El aprender te enriquece, te 
faculta para hacer muchas cosas en la 
vida”. 
En cuanto a la comunidad de las 
fronteras les manda decir “que sean 
felices, que vamos a trabajar duro, que 
vamos a trabajar bien, con amor, vamos 
a trabajar legalmente, vamos a trabajar 
concienzudamente para poder salir 
adelante todos y sobretodo nuestros 
hijos”. 
En el pasado artistas tales como 
Angélica María, su hija Angélica Vale, 
Vicente Fernández y Lola Beltrán han 
sido unos de los benefactores de este 
prestigioso reconocimiento.
El reconocimiento coincide con los 
Días del Charro de Brownsville.
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Cuevas: la música es universal y une a las naciones
El Presidente municipal  de la ciudad de Matamoros Alfonso Sánchez Garza le hace entrega de un obsequio 
a Mr. Amigo Carlos Cuevas.
Héctor aguilar/collEgian 
Los niños de ambas partes del puente vestidos con diversos trajes típicos de México intercambiaron presentes 
en el evento.
Amistad
Continuación de la página 1
El artista Agustín Arana estuvo presente en el 





Un grupo de jovenes de Matamoros sostienen la 
Bandera Mexicana.
The Skip Clean program, which follows 
UTB/TSC’s commitment to reduce costs 
and create an eco-friendly environment, 
begins today. 
During a meeting on the program 
Wednesday morning, Facilities 
Maintenance Supervisor Martin Cortez 
described what “Skip Clean” means.
“Instead of the custodian coming in five 
times a week [to clean an office], they’ll be 
coming in three times a week to pull trash 
and do the cleaning that they do,” Cortez 
said. 
This program will change the frequency 
of cleaning in low-traffic areas while 
maintaining the same level of cleanliness, 
conserving energy and reducing waste.
“It’s going to help the university to save 
money and by not pulling out as much 
plastic bags and materials, it will also 
[help] save the environment,” Cortez said.
 The university is implementing the 
program because “it has environmental and 
economic benefits,” according to the Skip 
Clean website at www.utb.edu\skipclean.
“Skipping daily cleaning of certain areas 
reduces operation costs and consumption of 
materials, such as trash bags. It’s estimated 
plastic trash bags take decades, or even a 
century, to disintegrate,” the website states. 
“Common areas” on campus will 
be the only exception to this program. 
Classrooms, conference rooms, restrooms 
and public areas will be cleaned five days 
out of the week. 
“Your offices will be skipped, so if you 
leave food in during one of those days that 
they don’t come in, there’s a possibility 
that it’ll start smelling,” Cortez said. “In 
addition to the food stinking the place up, 
you’ll also have rodents, ants, stuff that’ll 
come in, so that’s what we’re asking: Just 
take it to a common area and it’ll be taken 
care of that way.”
The program will start in Tandy Hall 
and the University Boulevard Classroom 
Building. Additional buildings will be 
added next month, with the entire campus 
becoming part of the program by April 18, 
in conjunction with Earth Week.
Purchasing Office Director William 
Dodd said other agencies have already 
implemented the program.
“And I’ll also say that just about any 
Texas agency now is looking now to go 
into this program, if they haven’t already 
done so,” Dodd said, citing budget cuts. 
“So we’re just trying to mimic models 
that have already been implemented 
elsewhere.”
In an e-mail to The Collegian on 
Thursday, he said the university’s custodial 
service contract was valued at about $1.175 
million annually and was up for rebid.
“Without implementing a ‘skip clean’ 
program, the contract cost would have 
increased by a range of 9.6 percent to 23.9 
percent, based on bid proposals received 
from qualified custodial contractors,” 
Dodd said.
He said the contract was awarded to 
GCA, based on its pricing (its skip clean 
model reflected a 2.3 percent cost reduction) 
and its successful implementation of the 
model at two major institutions, Oregon 
State University and the University of 
Tennessee.
During the meeting, he also mentioned 
how implementing the skip cleaning 
program will help the environment.
“Every time that we don’t have to 
remove a plastic bag and bring it to the 
landfill, that’s one less plastic bag that goes 
into the landfill,” Dodd said.
The frequently asked questions portion 
of the website encourages faculty and staff 
to call custodial staff at 882-8272 if a full 
trash can needs to be emptied.
Informational sessions will be offered on 
a regular basis as new buildings are added 
to the program. A survey will be e-mailed 
to participants two weeks into the pilot 
program.
For more information, call Dodd at 882-
3822, Cortez at 882-5909 or send an e-mail 
to skipclean@utb.edu.
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UTB/TSC’s second annual Women’s 
History Month celebration begins 
March 1, acknowledging women’s 
accomplishments and their struggles for 
equality through a series of events. 
The Women’s History Month 
Committee, composed of several 
departments on campus, including 
the Office of the Dean of Students, 
Campus Recreation and Student Health 
Services, among others, has put together 
11 activities throughout the month to 
promote women’s achievements and 
show support for women on campus.
Most of the events will be free of 
charge and everyone is encouraged to 
attend.
“The Vagina Monologues” will be 
presented Thursday and Friday. (See 
ad below for show times.) Admission 
is $3 and the profits will be donated 
to Friendship of Women Inc., which 
helps women in abusive relationships, 
and V-Day, which promotes the play 
and strives to “end violence against 
women.”
Health and Human Performance 
Chair Zelma Mata will present a 
two-hour self-defense workshop for 
women from 6 to 9 p.m. March 9 in the 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center. Mata encourages all women to 
attend in order to learn how to “prevent 
threatening situations.”
“What’s Sex Got to Do With 
It?” a debate over the Equal Rights 
Amendment, is set for 12:15 p.m. March 
28 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The event 
is sponsored by the Scorpion Historical 
Society.
The events will come to a close April 
6 with showing of the documentary “Sin 
by Silence” and the play “In Her Own 
Words,” both about women sentenced 
to jail for the murder of their abusive 
spouses. 
These events, said Judicial Affairs 
Coordinator David Mariscal, “help 
us bring in different perspectives of 
women’s issues past and present.”
For a full schedule of Women’s 




UTB/TSC’s Women’s History Month begins Tuesday
Campus trims cleaning days to cut costs, aid environment
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian
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